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Gifted Education Eligibility
Ǔ Problem solving process

· Does the child have an exceptionality?
· Because of an exceptionality, does the child need services 

beyond what can be offered in general education?

Ǔ Problem solving team
· General education teacher
· Special education/gifted                                     

education teacher
· School psychologist
· Counselor
· Administrator
· Other staff members as appropriate
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Gifted Education Eligibility
Ǔ Problem solving team collects multiple data points

· 0KL;<EKƍJƫI<JGFEJ<ƫKFƫ@EK<IM<EK@FEJƫŶ:C8JJ-wide, individualized)
· Characteristics of giftedness consistently seen
· Intelligence
· Achievement

Ǔ Targets for testing
· Intelligenceƛ99th percentile
· Achievementƛ98th/99 th percentile

Ǔ Teams follow where the data leads

Ǔ Looking for convergence of data points

Ǔ At the end of the process, the team includes parents 
for review of collected data, additional input, and 
decision making
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Characteristics of Giftedness
ǓSuperior problem solving skills
ǓPersistent intellectual curiosity
Ǔ Initiative/originality in intellectual work
ǓAsks searching questions
ǓHigh level conceptual understanding
ǓDepth of knowledge in multiple areas
ǓGenerates original ideas and solutions
ǓPersistent
ǓEasily masters grade-level work
ǓHigh level of critical thinking
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Characteristics of Giftedness
ǓHigh level of abstract thinking

ǓConcern for world problems or fairness

ǓHigh moral judgment

ǓUnusually high intensity or depth 
of feeling

ǓAsynchronous development

ǓExpresses feelings of being different

ǓSets high expectations for self or others

ǓHighly developed sense of humor

ǓRequires sustained, intense support
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Gifted Education Eligibility
ǓStudents considered K-12

Ǔ CL<ƫ38CC<Pƫ0:?FFCJƍƫGIF:<JJƫ=FCCFNJƫJK8K<ƫI<>LC8K@FEJ

ǓDistricts in Kansas have freedom in some areas
· Determine eligibility process 
· Identify levels of qualification
· Determine services 
· Determine service delivery methods
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Gifted Education Eligibility
Ǔ What about MAP tests?

· Demonstrate student performance with math and reading 
standards

· CL<ƫ38CC<PƍJƫ@EK<IE8CƫJKL;PƫF=ƫBEFNEƫ&.ƫJ:FI<Jƫ8E;ƫ* -ƫ
scores

Anticipated seeing correlations
IQ scores of wide range of students
MAP scores were scattered
No way to discern which students                              
were identified as gifted from MAP                          
scores alone

· MAP not included as part of our process
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Gifted Education Curriculum
ǓOverarching Skill Strands

· Critical Thinking Skills
· Creative Thinking Skills
· Problem Solving Skills
· Research Skills
· Technology Skills
· Leadership Skills
· Social & Emotional Coping Skills

Ǔ-8IKƫF=ƫJKL;<EKJƍƫK@D<ƫJG<EKƫFEƫ:LII@:LCLDƫ:FEK<EK

ǓSkill strands consistent across schools;                    
activities may differ among schools
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Gifted Education Curriculum

ǓCollaboratively developed strands, units, 
activities

ǓIndividually developed strands,                    
units, activities

ǓCapitalize on the interests and                  
passions of the students each year

ǓSmall group and individualized             
experiences
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Gifted Education Class

ǓGrade level time with gifted education teacher 
and other students identified as gifted

ǓOther needs met individually

ǓHalf of the time on IEP goals; 
half of the time on curriculum                         
elements

ǓRetain the art and craft of teaching
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Elementary School Sample Activities
Ǔ Experience the activities students engage in!

· Writing with Bill Peet
Problem Solving
Critical Thinking

· ABCs & 123s of Leadership
Leadership
Social-Emotional Coping

· Design Thinking for Innovation
Creative Thinking
Research

Ǔ Share your experience with the group
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Writing
Ǔ Play on breakout rooms
Ǔ Students solve problems/challenges to                          

unlock locks toward a common goal
Ǔ Clues provide direction
Ǔ Artifacts embedded in the challenges
Ǔ Critical thinking and problem solving                     

highlighted today
Ǔ Actual skills required . . . critical thinking,                    

problem solving, communication, teamwork,            
creativity, research, decision making, etc.

Ǔ Builds resilience, grit
Ǔ Can be designed for any topic, any content
Ǔ Teachers sharing challenges, resources
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ABCs & 123s of Leadership
Ǔ Identifying leadership skills
Ǔ Learning to prioritize
Ǔ Traits are often social/emotional skills
Ǔ Defining perspectives
Ǔ Small group interaction and                                  

negotiation
Ǔ Traits also represent beneficial                                          

traits in friends
Ǔ Supports development of                                    

transferrable traits
Ǔ Replaces tendency toward                                        

bossiness in group situations
Ǔ Leads to unit on leadership


